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Britain for help. The British Commissioner in South
Africa was Lord Milner, and the Colonial Secretary in
England was Joseph Chamberlain. Both were strong im-
perialists, and both thought the position intolerable. Besides
utterly refusing to do anything to meet the grievances of the
Uitlanders, Kriiger had opposed Britain in other ways, and,
held up the progress of all South Africa. He had refused*
to join a Postal Union, and he had also refused to join in
common railway developments and had favoured the line
made to the Portuguese harbour in Delagoa Bay. More-
over, since the Jameson Raid, he had clearly prepared for
war, buying munitions and bringing in foreign soldiers,
especially Germans, as instructors.
Britain had always retained certain rights, even when she
had recognized Boer independence (p. 898), and she now
declared herself " paramount". Kriiger sent an ultimatum,
and in October 1899, war was declared.
The idea of the British Empire at war with two very small
republics, was not a popular one in Europe, and most con-
tinental powers sympathized with the Boers. The Kaiser
had shown his support of the Transvaal, at the time of the
Jameson Raid, by sending a famous congratulatory tele-
gram to Kriiger. Now Germany, Holland, and France all
condemned Great Britain. Nor did the early course of the
war do anything to raise our prestige. The Boers fought
heroically and adapted their methods to the country. The
British on the other hand, made many mistakes. We were
far from our base, and at first too few troops were sent,
with insufficient munitions. The Boers surrounded and be-
sieged small British forces in the three towns of Ladysndth>
Kimberley, and Mafeking, and they then invaded Cape Colony,
where they believed the Dutch population would rise. In
this they were deceived. They also made two other mis-
takes. They hoped that some of the European powers
would come to their help, but none would go so far. They
also, remembering their victorious peace at the end of the